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Berne, the capital of the Swiss Confederation. Her wonderfully fine cathedral, skilfully restored, dates back to
the first half of the fifteenth century.

ITONAL OPEN AIR PARLIAMENT

Sarner as a background.
The male participants of the Landsgemeinde

are teen attentively listening to the speech of a
man from the people. The Government repre-

sentatives are seated around a raised table, to-

gether with members of the clergy, while the
Landsmann, elected annually, presides In their
midst. Three bailiffs clad In red and white
cloak, dominate the scene from an elevated
petition, and theirs is the duty to estimate the
majority of the vote determined by the number
of right hands held aloft. At the extreme right

hand lower corner is pictured a standard bearer
carrying the flag presented to those people by
Pope Julius II. The man apparently talking to
the standard bearer is Albert Welti, the origi-

nator of the masterpiece,
The actual execution of the painting that

hangs in the Federal Palace at Berne was left
to Wllheim Balmer of Basel, Welti's friend.
Welti and Balmer together made intimate
studies of the people of Unterwalden, and after
Welti's death, in 1912, Balmer followed faith-

fully the pUm and sketches they hud made. The
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artists found their task anything but an easy
one during the time of their preparatory labors,
and while sojourning in Unterwalden they had
to overcome obstacles of many sorts.

While some of the natives deemed It an honor
to pose tor a painting intended to adom the
Swiss Federal Palace, there were others who
feared that their portraits might be used im-

properly. Welti and Balmer were not the men
to shrink from unusual effort In order to secure
the subjects they desired. In one instance they
actually helped a herdsman tend his pigs so that
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they might study the character which that hum
ble worker represented. To better understand
the people, Welti encouraged the natives to
relate to him the stories of their lives, and thus
by patiently gathered details he got his masterly
grip upon the absorbing subject of the Lands;
gemeinde. No wonder, then, that the Welti.
Balmer painting Is of the people and for the
people, and by them appreciatively understood.

THE PRESENT
REPRODUCTION OF
THE PAINTING IS
AUTHORIZED BY
SPECIAL PERMIS-
SION OF THE DE-

PARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR OF THAT
EUROPEAN STATE.
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